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gain an honest livelihood. Almost without exception
these Governmental efforts failed as soon as the particular
official interested in them was transferred, or left India,
the Tribe relapsing into crime.
3.  The District  or Police  official  dealing with these
Tribes, and seeking to reform them, finds himself seriously
handicapped by the fact that this kind of crime is very
lucrative,  and  he  has often to  deal with  the secret
obstruction of vested interests which frequently include
his own subordinates.   In a single year in one Province
3,500,000 rupees' worth of property had been officially
reported as stolen, of which less than half a million had been
recovered.   The unrecovered balance had been divided
between the thieves and those whose duty it was to detect
and punish them.
4.  Again,  his  official  position  prevents  the  District
Officer from making any use of religious influences to
persuade the people in whom he is interested to turn from
their evil ways.
5.  Nor is his wife as a rule capable or desirous of
bringing her reformatory influence to bear on the women
and children of the tribe, as is the case with the wives of
our Officers.   This is really the key to the position in any
reformatory effort that may be made.
6.  Some Police  Officers have  made  sincere,  earnest
and partially successful efforts to reform particular tribes,
but when the time came for their promotion or transfer,
there was seldom anybody willing to step into their shoes,
or devote any considerable portion of their career to such
distasteful and inconspicuous work, which was practically
a blind alley position where their future prospects of
advancement would be marred.
Otherwise they had a great advantage in that they were
able to check and control their subordinates. These,
however, knew that sooner or later the time would come
for the transfer of the official, and that they would then
be able to renew their strangle-hold upon the Tribe,
It was in 1908 when we were conducting one of our annual
Congress Campaigns throughout India that we visited
Bareilly. Amongst the audience at one of our meetings
was the Hon. Mr. Tweedy, then Commissioner of